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• . Clifford Skarstedt, Examiner

Parenting author Ann Douglas "~e~tur-es as she addresses visitors attending the
ninth annual Fr'ontiet Golleg~.Literacy·Conferenceat Trent University's Gzow~ki
College, Saturday. Visit'www.peterboroughexaminer.com to see more photos. .
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:Jy ANDREA HOUSTON
:xaminer Education Writer
After struggling with literacy his
mtire life, Peterborough chaplain
)an Haley finally triumphed over
lis obstacle the day he walked
hrough the doors of the Trent Val-
ey Literacy Association, he said.
Haley is chaplain at the Peterbor-
lugh Community Chaplaincy,
\Thichsupports people making the
ransition from prison to the com-
aunity. He was one of the speakers
.t Frontier College's ninth annual
.iteracy Conference at Trent on
laturday.
Undiagnosed with Attention
)eficit Disorder (ADD) until he was
a his late-30s, Haley said he lived
. "double life" until he turned his
ife around when he learned to read
nd write.
"1 started reading kids books and
had a tutor," he told the roomful
f about 15 people. "Reading and
rriting is still difficult for me to-
ay, especially some of those court
ocuments and psychology re-
orts," he joked.
Haley's inspiring life story and
attle with literacy is the subject of
n autobiograph,y, A Brutal Way of
,earning, co-authored with jour-
alist Jane Davidson.
The books were available at Ha-
lY'S discussion on Saturday.
"Dan had to learn how to read as
n adult and the many challenges
e had to overcome to become liter-
te," said Christine Jaros, commu-
ity coordinator for the conference.
"So he's discussing different as-
ects of what it's like to be an adult

learner."
Simple everyday acts like learn-

ing how to cook, reading prescrip-
tion medication, reading household
'cleaning products or 'using public
transit all require a basic level of
. literacy, Jaros said.

Jaros said about .40 per cent of
Canadians have difficulty with ev-
eryday reading.
''Which is shocking. That's mil-

lions and millions of Canadians that
are having problems with everyday
tasks," Jaros said. "These people
have problems. getting a bank ac-
count, going to tne'Cloctor, reading a
bus schedule, getting a job .
"All the things we take for

granted are really challenging for
people lacking literacy skills."
The conference covered a wide

range of topics, slich as discussions
on how to apply to teacher's college,
the importance of early literacy,
nutrition and feeding your brain,
and learning disabilities, .Jaros
said.
About ~60 people. registered to

take part in the conference, many
of whicn were students, teachers,
nurses and future educators, Jaros
said.
Peterborough author Ann Dou-

glas, an award-winning author and
online columnist, for a major
Toronto newspaper, was the main
guest speaker.
She is the creator of the interna-

tionally bestselling :fhe Mother· of
All Books series.

NOTES: Through a network of
thousands of volunteers, Frontier
College has taught millions of
Canadians to read and write since
1899.

ahouston@peterboroughexaminer.com
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and write.
"I started reading kids books and

I had a tutor," he told the roomful
of about 15 people. "Reading and
writing is still difficult for me to-
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. . .'.,' . Clifford qkarsledl, Examiner
Parenting author Ann Douglas gestures as she addresses visitors attending the
ninth annual Frontier College Literacy Conference at Trent University's Gzowski
College Saturday. Visit www.peterboroughexaminer.com to see more photos.. .
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~ The creator of 'The Mother of
1if All' book series, Ann Douglas,
"0if will be speaking at Frontier Col-
i lege's ninth annual literacy con-
~ ference on Jan. 24 from 11 a.m.
~ t04p.m.
~ There will also be workshops
g> on how to apply to teacher's col-e
o lege, experiences from literacy-e
CD boot camp, the importance of
o..Q) early literacy, and learning dis-
g abilities.
~ Local author Dan Haley will
IE talk about learning to read asan

....Jdult.

I mykawartha.com

.The 'mother
of all' guest
speakers booked
for literacy
conference

http://mykawartha.com/
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